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of the women of the village. Tehura set her heart on possessing
them but the hawker demanded twenty francs, ten or more
times their real value.
Gauguin, who caught her look, withdrew into a corner in
order to avoid it. But she insisted* "I want them/' She
repeated the words over and over while her eyes filled with
tears. Then she asked Gauguin if he would not be ashamed to
see some other woman wearing the ear-rings and told him that
already one young man was talking of selling his horse in order
to obtain the money to buy them* This Gauguin found too
great a stupidity and he refused bluntly* With a beaten look,
Tehura began to weep. Gauguin went into the hut and took
the twenty francs which he gave to the hawker. Tehura's
tears ceased.
Two days later it was a Sunday and Tehura prepared to put
on her best clothes before going to the Protestant church for
the morning service* She washed her dark hair with soap and
dried it in the sun, finally rubbing it with scented oil. Then
she put on her dress and put a fresh flower behind her ear,
and took one of Gauguin's handkerchiefs with her, holding it
in her hand. Her feet were bare. She was repeating a psalm.
Gauguin reminded her of her new ear-rings. Tehura looked
disdainful. "They are copper/' she said, and with a laugh
went out of the hut.
Writing to Mette at about this time, he said: "We shall
both soon be old, what shall we do about it then? We shall
talk and no longer fear to produce children/' Charles Morice's
continued silence and a warm reference to him in one of
Mette's letters, after an apparent meeting with him, provoked
from Gauguin an accusing and yet half-tolerant reply. "You
speak of Morice in a very enthusiastic way that shows a mile
off that you are in love. Also your letter is much more affec-
tionate than usual, as if you had to ask forgiveness for some-
thing. I hope you have only sinned mentally. I can be jealous,
but I have no right to speak, being away for so long, I can
understand that a woman who passes years away from her